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TO:  TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
 
 
SUBJECT: SCHOOL PARTICIPATION IN THE EVALUATION OF THE PROGRAMS 

AVAILABLE TO CALIFORNIA YOUTH 
 
 
 
We are writing to encourage your school’s participation in the evaluation of the Male 
Involvement Program (MIP), Community Challenge Grants (CCG), and/or Information & 
Education Projects (I&E) – the California Department of Health Services’ statewide teen 
pregnancy prevention efforts.  As a school administrator, you are in a unique position to 
facilitate this vital evaluation. 
 
Although these programs have had considerable success in reducing teen births in 
California by 20% over the last decade, more than 50,000 babies were born to mothers 
19 years of age or younger in 2001.  These teen births exact tremendous costs in terms 
of health, social, and economic impact for the State.  There continues to be an urgent 
need to address adolescent pregnancy among California youth.  

 
The Office of Family Planning (OFP) requires that its state funded teen pregnancy 
prevention projects participate in a statewide evaluation.  This evaluation is coordinated 
by the University of California at San Francisco (UCSF), and is implemented to (1) 
increase the understanding of teen pregnancy prevention strategies and (2) to report to 
the State Legislature, the overall impact of project participation with respect to 
pregnancy delay behavior.  All MIP, CCG, and I&E grantees must use the UCSF survey 
instruments to measure the impact of its efforts by having participants complete the 
survey before and after participating in a teen pregnancy prevention program.   
Additionally, some grantees are required to administer the survey to comparable youth 
who do not participate in any program, to serve as a control group for the statewide 
evaluation.  The survey questions are designed to be age-appropriate and are based  
 

 
   Do your part to help California save energy. To learn more about saving energy, visit the following web site: 

http://www.consumerenergycenter.org/flex/index.html 
 

California Department of Health Services, Primary Care and Family Health Division, Office of Family Planning 
Health Education Section 

1615 Capitol Avenue, Suite 73.430, MS 8403, P.O. Box 942732, Sacramento, CA  94234-7320 
916.650.0414 

916.650.0455 FAX 
Internet Address:  http://www.dhs.ca.gov/PCFH/ofp/default.htm 



 
October 9, 2003 
Page 2 
 
 
 
upon a review of the literature regarding teen pregnancy prevention.  These surveys 
include questions about sexual attitudes and behavior, future educational plans, 
parent-child communication, and risk-taking behaviors.   
 
In accordance with the California Education Code, student participation in the survey 
will be completely voluntary and will require positive written parental/guardian consent.  
The Parent and Youth Consent Forms used in this evaluation are fully approved by the 
UCSF Committee on Human Research.  These Forms are provided by OFP to state 
funded agencies interested in working with your school(s).  In addition, procedures will 
be followed to ensure student confidentiality, and specific data from your school will not 
be released to the public.  However, data from your school can be made available to 
you, if this would be of interest, assuming a sufficient number of students participate so 
their anonymity can be preserved.  
 
We encourage you to join the many schools across the State that are participating in the 
teen pregnancy prevention program evaluation.  Your school’s involvement is critical to 
the success of these initiatives to reduce adolescent pregnancy. 

 
We greatly appreciate the time in helping with this endeavor.  If you have questions 
about the teen pregnancy prevention programs, please call Anna Ramirez, Chief, Office 
of Family Planning, California Department of Health Services, (916) 650-0414.  If you 
have questions about the evaluation, please call Dr. Claire Brindis, Director, Center for 
Reproductive Health Research and Policy, University of California, San Francisco, at 
(415) 476-5255.  
 

 


